
 

 

SpiritCorps Maine  
COURAGE | COMPASSION | CONSCIENCE  

 
In 2021, nearly 400 young people in Maine became the nation’s first to participate in 
SPIRITCORPS. Now, in partnership with the Maine Department of Education, we invite 
teachers and students statewide—in grades seven through ten—on a journey of self- 
discovery: join the SPIRITCORPS conversation! With support from local corporations, 
donors, and adult volunteers, this initiative is slated to serve 12,500 students across  
the state in the next three years.  
 
WHAT: This 21st Century literacy, Social Emotional Learning and positive core values 
program begins with heartfelt video stories from staff and friends, inspired by the lives of 
the historic heroes we celebrate at SPIRIT SERIES. From the many virtues exemplified in the 
SERIES, schools can choose to explore Courage, Compassion, or Conscience. With guidance 
from adult volunteer Story Coaches, students undertake a rigorous Five-Step self-reflection 
and writing process to identify, craft and record a true-life SPIRITCORPS video story of their 
own. They then share these with their school communities. Finally, a selection of student 
work statewide will be shown at our end-of-year celebration: SPIRITCORPS MAINE Showcase.  
 
WHO: Since 2001, nearly 60,000 fourth through seventh grade students from South Los 
Angeles to Hodgdon, Maine have met the SPIRIT SERIES challenge as they study, co-write, 
stage, and perform inspiring one-act historical biographies celebrating some of history’s 
greatest heroes. In the SERIES 20th year—amid the COVID 19 pandemic—SPIRITCORPS was 
born, extending the reach of the program’s rigorous academic intervention and 
character education into tenth grade.  
 
Heralded by the Harvard Graduate School of Education and the National Endowment  
for the Humanities, the SERIES calls forth every student to achieve academic excellence, 
forge a positive vision for themselves, and begin to become their own heroes. As State 
Commissioner of Education Pender Makin, then Assistant Superintendent in Brunswick, 
concluded in 2018: “Frankly, the more students who can experience SPIRIT SERIES here in 
Brunswick, and throughout the state, the better off our communities will be!”  
 
WHY: American education now faces unparalleled challenges: learning loss, student 
disengagement, and Social Emotional deficits. SPIRITCORPS addresses these challenges 
through the profound power of story, while fostering community, celebrating the 
human spirit and building bridges to our common humanity. Expanding on our 2021 
success, SPIRITCORPS will continue to promote positive core values, build empathy and 
inspire. By 2025, we intend to take this initiative nationwide, with Maine leading the 
way! To see SPIRITCORPS in action, please visit our website. Together We Grow!  


