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STORY COACH VOLUNTEERS 

THE PROMISE 
Americans face challenges unlike any in our lifetime. SPIRITCORPS is your opportunity to 
help address the heart and soul of these challenges, creating community, celebrating 
the human spirit and building bridges to our common humanity through the profound 
power of story. A national initiative, born out of the COVID-19 pandemic, this volunteer-
driven campaign is slated to serve 25,000 7th to 10th grade students annually by 2027. To 
assist on their journey of self-discovery, over 1,000 adult Story Coaches will be required! 

THE PROGRAM 
SPIRITCORPS begins with heartfelt video stories from program staff and friends, inspired by 
the lives of the historic heroes we celebrate at SPIRIT SERIES. This year, from the many 
virtues exemplified in the SERIES, schools will choose to explore Courage, Gratitude, or 
Conscience. With guidance from their adult Story Coach Volunteers, students undertake a 
rigorous Five-Step self-discovery and writing process to identify, craft and record a true-life 
SPIRITCORPS video story of their own, which they then share with classmates, school 
communities and beyond. Last year, nearly 400 young people in Maine became the 
nation’s first to meet the SPIRITCORPS challenge. 

THE PEOPLE 
Story Coaches mentor students with positive, constructive written feedback at three 
critical points along their SPIRITCORPS journey: the Pitch; the 2nd Draft; and the 
completed video. You don’t need to be the world’s greatest writer to Coach! Just a feel 
for good story and a commitment to advance the lives of the young people we serve. As 
an added benefit, and a crucial part of your training, you will go through the Five-Step 
process yourself, from pitch to story video of your own. This will give each of us a 
deeper, personal appreciation of the process we are coaching our students through.  

Once trained, we ask that you agree to 20-25 hours of your time per year, mentoring 
16-20 students over the course of 4 SPIRITCORPS INTENSIVES during the school year.

THE PROOF 
After more than 20 years, working with over 50,000 students from California to Maine, 
we at SPIRIT SERIES have seen firsthand the urgent need for inspiration and empowerment 
in the lives of our kids. The SERIES positive core values & character education program has 
been heralded by the Harvard Graduate School of Education, the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and many hundreds of partner educators from coast to coast. To 
learn more, contact us and make the SPIRITCORPS connection, as we tend to the future  
of our children across America. Together We Grow!  

https://www.spiritseries.org/spiritcorps/
http://spiritseries.org/
http://spiritcorps@spiritseries.org

