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2021-22: COURAGE | GRATITUDE | CONSCIENCE 

Last year, nearly 400 young people in Maine became the nation’s first to participate in 
SPIRITCORPS. Now, we invite teachers and students nationwide—in grades seven through 
ten—on a journey of self-discovery: make the SPIRITCORPS connection in 2021-22!  

WHAT: This new 21st Century literacy, Social Emotional Learning and positive core values 
initiative begins with heartfelt video stories from program staff and friends, inspired by the 
lives of the historic heroes we celebrate at SPIRIT SERIES. This year, from the many virtues 
exemplified in the SERIES, schools will choose to explore Courage, Gratitude, or Conscience. 
With guidance from adult Story Coaches and support from peer Story Partners, students 
will undertake a rigorous Five-Step self-reflection and writing process to identify, craft and 
record a true-life SPIRITCORPS video story of their own. They will then share these with their 
classmates and school communities. Finally, a selection of student work, region by region, 
will be shown at our end-of-year celebrations: SPIRITCORPS 2022 Showcase.  

WHO: Since 2001, over 50,000 students from coast to coast have met the SPIRIT SERIES 
challenge as they study, co-write, stage, and perform inspiring one-act historical 
biographies celebrating some of history’s greatest heroes. In the SERIES’ 20th year—amid 
the COVID 19 pandemic—SPIRITCORPS was born, extending the reach of the program’s 
impactful academic intervention, Social Emotional Learning and character education 
from fourth through eighth grades into high school.  

With inclusion and equity as guiding principles, the SERIES calls forth every student to 
strive for personal excellence, forge a positive vision for themselves, and begin to 
become their own heroes. English teacher, Rachel Whitehead, concludes: “I had a tear 
in my eye, as did our Literacy Specialist. We were so moved. Our school looks forward to 
doing this amazing program for years to come. I really hope that it can be shared with as 
many students as possible across the state and beyond!” 

WHY: Americans face challenges unlike any in our lifetime. SPIRITCORPS is designed to 
address the heart and soul of these challenges, fostering fellowship, celebrating the 
human spirit and building bridges to our common humanity through the profound power 
of story. Expanding on last year’s success, SPIRITCORPS can promote values, build empathy 
and inspire school communities everywhere. We hope that yours will be among the first 
in America to lead the way! To see SPIRITCORPS in action, please visit our website. 

Together We Grow! 

https://www.spiritseries.org/athome/

