
 HARRIET TUBMAN (1820 – 1913) was born 
Araminta "Minty" Ross to slave parents, Harriet 
("Rit") Green and Ben Ross.  She lived with 
them, and her eight brothers and sisters on the 
Brodess family plantation in Dorchester County, 
Maryland.  As a girl, Minty was often beaten and 
whipped by the many masters to whom she was 
hired out.  

Five years after marrying a free black man, 
John Tubman, Harriet escaped slave life in 

1849.  Months later, after saving money from odd jobs, and 
buying her husband a  suit, she made her way back south to 
rescue her family and find John.  But he had already married 
another woman and insisted that he was happy where he was.  
So, she said goodbye to John forever, leading  slaves north to 
Philadelphia who were desperate enough to run for freedom. 

For eleven years, Harriet returned again and again to the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland, leading hundreds more slaves north in at least 
thirteen expeditions, including her three brothers, their wives and 
many of their children.  Once the Fugitive Slave Law was passed  
in 1850, Harriet guided her “passengers” even farther north, all the 
way to Canada, and helped newly freed slaves find work there. 

Large rewards were offered for Harriet’s capture, but few of Hatt’s  
runaways even knew her name and couldn’t have identified her 
had they been caugh.  Her dangerous work  took great courage, 
faith and skill, often trekking in the bitter cold of winter, when 
nights were long and her “passengers” wouldn’t be seen. 

Despite the best efforts of the 
slave masters, Hatt was never 
caught, and neither were the 
fugitives she led.  Years later, 
she told an audience: "I was 
conductor of the Underground 
Railroad for eight years, and I 
never ran my train off the track 
nor lost a single passenger.”  
 



FT CH8 - 4 

LAURA HAVILAND was born into a New 
England Quaker family in the early 1800’s 
and found the cause of antislavery through 
her Quaker faith.  Laura later moved to 
Michigan with her husband.  There, they 
helped organize the first antislavery society 
and remained very active Quakers.  Laura 
was forced to leave the church though, 
when her abolitionist views became too 
extreme for the congregation.  The 
Havilands then joined a group of Methodists 
called the Wesleyans, where she became a 

minister.  
 
In 1837, Laura founded the Raisin Institute, the first school in 
the state of Michigan that was open to whites and blacks alike.  
At this time, the Havilands became Stationmasters on the 
Underground Railroad as well, hiding fugitive slaves on their 
farm.   
 
Sadly, Laura’s husband, parents, sister and her youngest child all 
died in an epidemic.  After the death of her family, Laura left the 
school to become a full time Conductor on the Underground 
Railroad.  She would sometimes pretend to be a berry picker in 
order to gain entry onto the plantations where the slaves worked.  
Once there, she passed along vital information to the would-be 
runaways that would help them to escape.  She was such a 
successful Conductor that slave owners 
offered a  $3,000 reward for her capture! 

But Laura was never captured.  Even the 
Fugitive Slave Act, with its harsh 
punishments and added risks, did not 
stop her from leading slaves to freedom.  
In honor of her efforts, two cities have 
been named after her; Haviland, Kansas 
and Haviland, Ohio.  A statue of Laura 
also stands in Adrian, Michigan, with an 
inscription that reads: "A Tribute  to a 
Life Consecrated to the Betterment of Humanity." 
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CALVIN FAIRBANK helped lead slaves to 
freedom as a Conductor on the Underground 
Railroad.  Growing up in a religious family as 
the 1800’s began, Calvin became interested 
in the antislavery movement from hearing 
freed slaves tell bitter tales of slavery at his 
church.  He later became a Reverend and 
considered it part of his ministry to help 
slaves escape.  

He described the Underground Railroad in these words: “we went 
…through forests, mostly by night; men in women’s clothes and 
women in men’s clothes; boys dressed as girls, and girls as boys; 
on foot or on horseback, in buggies, carriages, common wagons, 
in and under loads of hay, straw, old furniture, boxes and bags; 
...swimming or wading chin deep; or in boats, or skiffs; on rafts, 
and on a pine log.  And I never suffered one to be recaptured." 

Reverend Fairbank was eventually arrested and sentenced to 15 
years in prison for helping slaves cross the Ohio River from 
Kentucky into the Free States.  While in a Kentucky prison, he 
was singled out for exceptionally harsh treatment.  Finally, after 
five long years, Fairbank was pardoned and released from jail. 

Once freed, Reverend Fairbank married Mandana Tileston, the 
woman who had pressed his case with the Governor of Kentucky 
and had moved near the prison in order to visit Fairbank as often 
as she possibly could.  They had a son, their only child, in 1868. 

Although his time in prison ruined his 
health, making the harsh travel on 
the Underground Railroad far more 
difficult, Fairbank returned to helping 
runaway slaves find their way North 
nonetheless.  Even the Fugitive Slave 
Act, with the threat of a return to 
prison if he were to get caught, did 
not stop Reverend Fairbank from 
leading slaves to freedom once again.  
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JOHN FAIRFIELD was one of the most daring and 
clever Conductors on the Underground Railroad. 
 
 
The son of a slaveholding family in Virginia, John 
soon came to feel very strongly that slavery was 
wrong.  He had grown up playing with the slave 
boys on his father’s plantation and, as a young man, 
began his career by leading a childhood friend out of 
slavery, to freedom in the North.  Upon returning to 
Virginia, he was an outcast to his family and soon 
discovered that his uncle was planning to have him 
arrested.  So, he gathered together several more 
slaves owned by his uncle and led them through the 

mountains of Virginia into the North…and all the way to Canada. 
 
Fairfield would often assume false identities and use disguises to 
gain the trust of slaveholders, all the while planning to free their 
slaves.  He would sometimes pose as a slave trader, a peddler or 
even a slaveholder himself.  Since he grew up in a slaveholding 
family, it was easy enough for him to pretend that he believed 
slavery was just and right.   
 
On one occasion, after sneaking his runaways upriver on boats, 
he stayed behind and pretended to share the outrage of the 
slaveholders when they awoke the next morning to find many of 
their slaves gone.  In fact, he even organized the search party to 
go after the fugitives, leading the slave 
catchers in the wrong direction so that 
his runaways would have more time to 
gain their freedom.       
 
 
During a 28-year period, John Fairfield 
made countless trips to almost every 
slave state in the South, freeing several 
thousand slaves and heading them on 
their way to Canada with the help of 
other Conductors and Stationmasters 
on the Underground Railroad.   
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REVEREND JERMAIN LOGUEN became a passionate 
abolitionist and stationmaster on the Underground 
Railroad after escaping from slavery himself at the 
age of 21. 
 
 
Loguen was born onto a plantation in Tennessee, 

the son of his white master and a slave woman named Cherry.  
When Loguen could stand slavery no longer, he attempted 
escape twice, finally succeeding, and reached Canada thanks to 
help from the Underground Railroad.  He married Caroline 
Storum, and the couple soon moved to Syracuse, New York, 
where they would raise their six children.  
 
In New York, Loguen studied to become a Reverend of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.  Through his religious 
training, he learned about the abolitionist movement.  Northern 
citizens—black and white—were uniting to fight for freedom, 
doing all in their power to end a Southern system that treated 
their fellow human beings as no more than property.  Inspired by 
the movement, Loguen decided to do his part to help fugitives 
escape from their chains.   
 
The Loguen house became an important “depot” on the 
Underground Railroad, where runaways could find safety and 
comfort on the long journey North.  In addition, Loguen 
published requests in local newspapers, asking for money to help 
escaping slaves.  Once the Fugitive Slave Act passed in 1850—
making criminals of anyone who failed to capture 
a runaway slave, let alone help one—Loguen 
knew that he could be sent to jail for his work on 
the Underground Railroad.  But even the threat of 
prison could not stop Loguen from lending a hand 
to a slave in need, just as stationmasters had 
done for him many years before. 
 
 
Loguen spoke at abolitionist meetings across the 
country, wrote his life story, and began schools to 
educate black children across the state of New 
York.  The Reverend died at the age of 59.  
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