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FREDERICK DOUGLASS became one of the most 
famous black men of his time, after he escaped 
from slavery in his youth and joined the 
abolitionist movement. 
 
 
Douglass’ grandmother raised him on a Maryland 
plantation, after their Master sent the boy’s 

mother away.  Young Frederick knew nothing about his father 
except for the man’s skin color—white.   
 
When Douglass’ owner died, the slave passed between a number 
of different Masters.  The wife of one owner taught Douglass 
letters of the alphabet when he was 12 years old, despite laws 
forbidding the education of slaves.  Douglass began to read 
everything he could find, and soon learned about abolitionists, a 
group of citizens—both black and white—fighting to end slavery.   
For the first time, Douglass realized that freedom was possible.  
And soon he made plans to escape.  Douglass ran twice, failing 
both times.  On his third try, the fugitive boarded a train headed 
for Maryland, disguised as a sailor.  24 hours later, he had 
arrived in New York—and was reunited with Anna—the free black 
woman he loved.  They married and moved to Massachusetts, 
where they would raise five children. 
 
Douglass began speaking at anti-slavery meetings.  His 
intelligent, heartfelt words deeply impressed audiences.  Soon,  
he was asked to write the story of his life and, later, began to 
publish newspapers.  His fame spread across the country and 
overseas, where Douglass’ admirers collected money to buy his 
freedom at last.  The famed black man later advised Presidents 
Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson on issues of slavery and 
race.  After the Civil War, Douglass ran for Vice President of the 
United States—the first black man ever nominated for that office.  
He died at age 77 at his home in Washington, D.C. 
 
 
Frederick Douglass strongly opposed the Fugitive 
Slave Act, because it endangered runaways and 
Underground Railroad conductors, like his friend 
Harriet Tubman.  
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SOJOURNER TRUTH, born Isabella Baumfree, became 
a world-famous abolitionist and champion of 
women’s rights after escaping from bondage in New 
York.  
 
 
Born when slavery was still legal in the North, Truth 
toiled under four different Masters—one of whom 
was said to beat and abuse her every day.  At age 

18, Truth fell deeply in love with a field hand named Robert, who 
belonged to a neighboring slaveholder.  Robert’s Master forbade 
the couple from seeing one another and, when they would not 
stop, whipped Robert violently.  The plantation owner’s fears 
were confirmed—Truth bore a child with Robert.  But her Master 
forced Truth to marry another man, and she would go on to raise 
four of his children. 
 
Truth’s final Master promised her freedom the year before New 
York would become an official Free State.  But her owner did not 
honor his word, refusing to let Truth go as he had promised.  So 
she took matters into her own hands, leaving with her youngest 
child in the dead of night.  Many years later, Truth explained: “I 
did not run off, for I thought that wicked, but I walked off, 
believing that to be all right.”  Once she had escaped, a kindly 
Quaker couple offered Truth shelter and protection until slavery 
was legally outlawed in the state the following year.   
 
 
Inspired by her life’s journey to freedom, Truth began to speak at 
anti-slavery meetings and gatherings.  She met famous 
abolitionists, all of whom she impressed with her sincerity and 
strong desire for change.  As Truth’s name spread throughout the 
North, she expanded her message to 
call for women’s rights in addition to 
freedom for slaves.  Horrified by the 
Fugitive Slave Act, Truth devoted 
herself to helping her people, 
working for the National Freedman’s 
Relief Association.  She died a free 
black woman at the age of 86. 
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MARGARETTA FORTEN was a black 
abolitionist woman.  The daughter of 
James Forten, a businessman and 
famous black abolitionist, she was 
born free in the early 1800’s in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
 
Margaretta grew up in a household 
that was deeply devoted to the 
abolition of slavery.  Her parents 
were leaders in the fight for African 
American rights.  It was no surprise,  
then, when Margaretta opened one of America’s first schools for 
black children in 1850.  At the time, even free black children 
were not expected to learn reading, writing and arithmetic.  
 
While Margaretta was growing up, her father, James Forten, 
helped to found the American Anti-Slavery Society.  Both 
Margaretta and her mother wanted to join this organization, but 
women were not permitted to become full members.  Because of 
this, Margaretta founded an organization of her own: The 
Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society.  This group allowed 

anyone to join who wished to be 
a member: black, white, male or 
female. 
 
Margaretta Forten was deeply 
opposed to the Fugitive Slave 
Act.  The law not only threatened 
her freedom (free blacks could be 
kidnapped and taken South 
without proof), but it also set 
back the cause of Abolition that 
was so very near and dear to her 
heart.  
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HARRIET BEECHER STOWE was an abolitionist 
author whose first novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 
forced citizens across the United States to open 
their eyes to the horrors of slavery. 
 
 
Harriet was born in Connecticut to parents who 
believed the Southern slave system was morally 
wrong.  Their home was a station on the 
Underground Railroad.  When Harriet came of 
age, she worked with her sister as a teacher, and 
soon married Calvin Ellis Stowe.  The couple 

moved to Maine, where they raised seven children. 
 
When the Fugitive Slave Act became law in 1850, Harriet could 
remain silent no longer.  She was moved to speak out against 
slavery, and began to research the topic in detail.  After 
extensive interviews with fugitives and slaveholders alike, Harriet 
published a number of short fictional pieces in The Liberator, an 
abolitionist newspaper.  Later, she combined these into a novel: 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  
 
Harriet’s work took the nation by storm.  Abolitionists were 
overjoyed, applauding the author and using her book as evidence 
for their cause.  Many Northerners who had 
felt unsure on issues of slavery now loudly 
demanded freedom for black people.  But 
slaveholders were furious, banning Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin in the South for its “unfair” and 
“inaccurate” portrayal of plantation life.  
Harriet’s novel had helped draw a clear line 
between North and South—a division that 
soon became difficult for citizens and 
politicians to ignore. 
 
 
Harriet went on to write a total of 10 novels, 
but none drew nearly the same attention as 
her first.  She died in Connecticut at the age 
of 85, but her work would live on for many 
years to come.  
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LUCRETIA MOTT was a Quaker abolitionist 
who worked tirelessly for the rights of black 
slaves and women. 
 
 
Based on her religious beliefs, Mott  
felt strongly that all people, no matter their 
race, should be treated as human beings, 
not as property.  She spoke out against the 
Southern slave system, and also took action 
in her own life to undermine it.  Mott and 
her husband James refused to buy products 
that were grown or produced using slave 

labor.  As a result, they lived without many things, cotton cloth 
and cane sugar, just to name two.   
 
Together, she and her husband—both teachers—founded the 
Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, and Mott herself later started 
the Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery 
Society.  She continued to gain fame 
across the country and oversees, 
traveling to England and the 
slaveholding South to spread her call 
for an end to slavery.  The Mott home 
served as a “station” on the 
Underground Railroad, where slaves 
could take shelter as they escaped to 
freedom.  Mott served as president of 
the American Equal Rights Association 
after the Civil War, and, in later life, 
helped found Swarthmore College. 
 
 
Lucretia Mott feared the Fugitive 
Slave Act, because it made criminals 
of anyone who did not return 
runaways to their “rightful” owners.  
Mott knew she could go to prison for operating a station on the 
Underground Railroad.  But nothing—not even the law—could 
stop the Motts from lending a helping hand to those who sought 
their freedom. 
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WILLIAM STILL, called the “Father” of the 
Underground Railroad, was a free black man 
who helped as many as 650 slaves escape to 
freedom every year. 
 
 
Still’s parents had left their plantation years 
before, traveling North to raise a family free 
from chains.  William was born in New Jersey, 
the youngest of 18 children.  
 

In his early twenties, Still became an active member of the 
abolitionist movement, working for the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery 
Society and serving as chairman of their Philadelphia committee.  
Soon after, he married Letitia George and the couple would go on 
to raise four children together. 
 
When the Fugitive Slave Act became Law in 1850, runaways 
were no longer safe in Northern states.  Once slaves crossed the 
Mason-Dixon Line, normal citizens—now turned slave catchers—
were on the prowl for fugitives.  William Still knew that, now, 
Canada offered the best protection for runaways, and he did all 
in his power to help slaves travel there safely.  He recorded 
detailed information about each person he aided, later collecting 
these notes and publishing them as a book.  Once, while asking a 
fugitive questions for his records, Still discovered that the slave 
sitting in front of him was actually a long-lost brother.  His 
practice of interviewing runaways had paid off at last. 
 
 
William Still feared the Fugitive 
Slave Law, because it made 
criminals of anyone who did not 
return runaways to their Masters.  
The abolitionist knew he could go to 
prison for working on the 
Underground Railroad.  But 
nothing—not even the law—could 
stop Still from lending a helping 
hand to those who sought their 
freedom.  
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WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON was a tireless abolitionist 
who published the most famous anti-slavery 
newspaper in print at the time: The Liberator. 
 
 
Garrison was born in Massachusetts, to immigrant 
parents from Canada.  Ever since Garrison’s father 
had abandoned the family, the boy helped support his 
mother and siblings by selling molasses candy and 
delivering wood.  Garrison soon began learning skills 

from a local newspaper printer, and then started to write articles 
on his own.  Still as a young man, he served as Editor of Boston’s 
National Philanthropist and Baltimore’s Genius of Universal 
Emancipation before starting a newspaper of his own. 
 
By age 25, Garrison had become active in the abolitionist 
movement, joining fellow citizens—black and white—to fight for 
freedom.  He was a firebrand, and The Liberator, his newspaper , 
soon gained readership across the North.  But Garrison’s desire 
to free all slaves immediately—no matter the consequences—was 
a shocking idea even to Northerners who opposed the Southern 
system.  The newspaperman soon rose to fame for his radical 
beliefs, later helping to begin both the New England Anti-Slavery 
Society and the American Anti-Slavery Society.  Even the threat 
of prison could not stop Garrison from publishing controversial 
articles that spoke out against slaveholders and their dreaded 
institution. 
 
 
William Lloyd Garrison strongly 
opposed the Fugitive Slave Act, 
because it made criminals of 
anyone who did not return 
runaways to their “rightful” owners.  
The Act represented a victory for 
the slaveholding South, since 
fugitives could no longer expect 
conductors and stationmasters to 
help them reach freedom. Garrison 
had devoted his life to ending 
slavery, and the new law felt to him like a personal defeat.  
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